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ADVOCATE OF PEACE 



November 



League to Enforce Peace 

In addition to a description of the League's efforts to 
push the Second Liberty Loan, Tim League Bulletin for 
October makes public the following announcement : 

At a meeting of the Committee on Management, held re- 
cently in President Taft's study at the Hotel Taft, New 
Haven, Mr. Taft gave his views in regard to a special mis- 
sion for the League to Enforce Peace. From this time on, 
he said, Germany probably will be putting out peace feel- 
ers — specious lures to a false peace. The League can render 
a genuine national service, he declared, by opposing all such 
moves until German autocracy has ,been defeated and the 
basis of a permanent peace established. Mr. Taft already 
has started to carry out his part in such a campaign, as evi- 
denced by his vigorous speech in Montreal. 

The Committee on Management endorsed the action of 
Mr. Taft in committing the League to cooperation with the 
Treasury Department in the promotion of the Second Lib- 
ety Loan. 

Dr. Henry Van Dyke, of Princeton, N. J., former United 
States ' Minister to Holland, was elected to membership in 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

League for Democratic Control 

In the latest issue of its leaflet, Forward, the League 
announces that its Committee on International Eelations 
has been considering the arrangement of a series of pub- 
lic lectures on the many vital problems connected with 
the peace* settlement. A letter addressed to Mr. Nor- 
man Angell on this subject by the League elicited the 
following response : 

The position seems to me distressingly simple. We are ap- 
proaching the settlement of the most difficult political prob- 
lems that mankind has ever been summoned to pass upon. 
We are not prepared for it ; we don't know the subject ; we 
can only succeed and be sure that our men have not died in 
vain by trying new ideas; we are prejudiced against new 
ideas; we don't know which are right and wrong, and we 
can only find out by much and continuous discussion. If we 
are to succeed in the war and make it worth while, we must 
carry on that discussion before we come to the peace. It is 
not wisdom which causes us to shirk that discussion, but — a 
fear that we may find ourselves talking with unpopular folk ; 
or it is the natural intolerance which prompts us to find any 
excuse to justify a refusal to listen to people who have the 
insufferable impudence to disagree with us. 

It is not a question of pacifism at all. When the country 
is victorious, will its public opinion support the right or the 
wrong policy, or men? If it is to support the right, it must 
study the thing beforehand. 

Make it clear that you are going, not to oppose the war, 
but to prepare for the settlement. On these conditions I 
should be delighted to lecture for you. 



willing, I shall continue, the Evening Post to the contrary 
notwithstanding. Reginald Barlow, 

Major, 302d Infantry. 
Camp Devens, Mass., September 28. 



JOINING THE ISSUE 

The New York Evening Post publishes the following letter, 
under the caption "An Officer and a Gentleman" : 

Sib : Like all newspaper men, you are a natural born liar, 
precisely like the Boston Journal reporter at this camp. 

Referring to your abusive editorial of Thursday, Septem- 
ber 27, I will say, for your information, that I was incor- 
rectly quoted ; the man who reported the affair did so with- 
out any authority whatsoever. 

My real words were, and are, "We've got to teach these 
men to be mean ; they must look mean, act mean, because 
they are going against a dirty enemy, an enemy that recog- 
nizes no sportsmanship, but who uses every means in his 
power to kill ; in order to combat that spirit, we've got to 
make our men just a little bit more proficient in the art of 
killing than they are; we've got to put the spirit of kill in 
our men, and so put the fear of Christ in the Germans." 

I say these things every day to these officers, and, God 



Something like a rejoinder to the above advocacy of 
Schrecklichkeit is to be found in a recent editorial appear- 
ing in the Christian Science Monitor. A few sentences from 
this editorial run as follows : 

The vast citizen army recruited in the United Kingdom 
during the years of the war has been built on lines very 
similar to those on which the United States is building its 
army today. They are both armies, that is to say, formed 
from men who have been enlisted for a great moral battle 
waged in the name of liberty and of righteousness. The 
men in the ranks are not men who have enlisted in any 
spirit of adventure or dare-deviltry. They are, for the most 
part, men who not only have no desire to fight, but who 
loathe the very idea of conflict. They are, for the most part, 
young men — men for whom la joie de vivre is, for the mo- 
ment, the most real thing in all the world. They are men 
with hopes, ideals, dreams, if you like, who are looking for 
the realization of them not in the carnage of the battle- 
field — that is the horror of the situation — but in their serv- 
ice to humanity. 

It is this spirit that makes the great fighter, and which 
has made the great fighter throughout the ages. It is the 
embodiment of the "Ironside" softened with the saving grace 
of humor. Your dirty fighter, your "Pandour," or your mu- 
latto, have always been brigands at heart, savage as a tiger 
in success, but with no morals to steady them in an emer- 
gency. . . . There is no need for a man to swear and 
drink, and be a dirty fighter to prove that he is a good sol- 
dier. . . . Can any one imagine George Washington, 
even in the midst of the slaughter of Braddock's column, 
yielding to the manners of "Blueskin" Trenk? And George 
Washington is not a bad model for an American or any other 
fighting man. On the whole, then, the recommendation to 
the United States soldier to become "dirty" fighters may 
safely be ignored. Who does any one suppose is the "Happy 
Warrior" whom every man in arms should wish to be, 
Baron Trenk or George Washington? 



"Think out new ways ; think out new methods ; think out 
even new ways of dealing with old problems. Don't always 
be thinking of getting back to where you were before the 
War. Get a really new world." 

— David Lloyd Geobge, in a recent speech. 



A paragrapher compares the recent and still persisting 
feelers for peace thrown out by the Central Powers to the 
action of the farmer who put his hand in a mule's mouth to 
see how many teeth the animal had. On that occasion the 
mule quite naturally closed his mouth to see how many fin- 
gers the farmer had on his hand. 



The following is the frank though emphatic view of jus- 
tice in wartime entertained by a young lad of Hartford, 
Conn., who writes home from the American Ambulance in 
Paris. He is Longshaw K. Porritt by name! The extract 
quoted appeared in the Hartford Courant: 

I'm glad you're three thousand five hundred miles from 
Boehe land, for I think it will be carried more and more 
back of the lines. I'm for reprisals if they continue this 
much longer. We can make some of those German cities so 
damn hot that they'll have to get out. It is only our for- 
bearance that has prevented us so far. We've more ma- 
chines, more aviators, and more explosives than Germany — 
and I'm going to be for using that pretty quick. Sometimes 
I feel rather depressed; sometimes it seems that the only 
way we can cure that bunch is to kill them. You have to re- 
gard them like a dog that's gone mad. They were an awfully 
nice dog before they got that way, but now they are not safe 
to have around. 

It's a hell of an age we are living in. 



